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long as the ego is present, a person cannot be said to be
religious in the true sense of the term, because ego is the mark
of irreligion, it is the sign of separateness from the Supreme,
who is the sole Reality and the sole existence. The sense of
ego hides the unity and oneness that is present in the Supreme.
As the illustrious philosopher of India, Shankara, has stated,
Ignorance (Maya) not only hides the real nature of Truth, it
projects multiplicity and the manifoldness on the Truth, which
is One in the sense that it is the only existent entity. If we
call the Supreme one, we do not mean that there is some
"other' too. The term 'one' is an indication of our inability
forced by language on us. That is why the Supreme has been
called advitiyam i.e, non-dual.

And if the Truth is nondual, T is also not distinct from It.
But the trouble with the term T is that dialectically it implies
'you' or the other. That is why whosoever is swayed by the
feeling of T% cannot avoid the existence of the other. And if
once we posit others, the real nature of Truth slips away from
our hands. Hence, religion is an attempt to discard the T
and to attain the nondual nature of Reality i.e. to feel the
existence of real Truth alone. Every religious sect tries to
present the sense of oneness in its followers. But it usually
succeeds in helping a follower to see the unity of his co-
religionists alone. Therefore one has to transcend the barriers
of religious sects to attain the ultimate objective of religion.

As the fcatural growth te fitom plurality to duality and
from duality to bneness, we find that rationally speaking those
religions or sfccts are crude which believfe ifc multiplicity of
gods -and those sects are comparatively higher which believe
in the existence of duality 6F good and evil. Biit tbe highest
or the only tnife religion belteves only in the 'existence of one
truth pervading the whole cdsjnos. Bettiard ghaw is therefore
right when he states that there is only one religion though
there are a hundred versions of it. And when one conipre-
fiendfc* ttot religion 6ne exclaims *I am that'. But here 1' fa
abt the petty physical self. Hctfethe 1' is greater than die